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I have considered the days of old, the years of 
@icient times. 


J EHOVAH in governing that univerfe, which 
he has created, is uniform in all the operations of his 
adminiftration. His throne is eftablifhed in righteoufnefs. 
All his ways are juft and equal. With him there is no 
variablenefs, neither fhadow of turning. What has hap- 
pened in former ages, will happen again under fimilar 
circumftances. Like caufes invariably produce like 
effects. For thefe reafons wife men will ever highly yalue 
and diligently confult faithful hiftory. It is a mirror, in 
which nations and fmaller communities, acquainted with 
their own civil and religious ftate and charaéter, may 
perceive, what they have to hope or to fear fom the right- 
eous Governor and Judge of the world. From it they 
may learn, what caufes have conduced to exalt nations to 
the favor and prote€tion of Gon; and what chara&ter 
and conduét of a people have expofed them to his dif- 
pleafure, and operated their final defttuGtion. Tt will 
therefore be our wifdom with the pfalmift, to ‘ confider 
the days of old, the years of ancienttimes,?> Ty particular 
it is our duty to examine the hiftory of our own nation 
to trace efl.Cts, which fall under our Notice, to their lees 
imate caules, and to profit by the wif 


+ E om and experience 
of our fage and] pious anccftors. ; 
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From the candor of this refpeCtable audience Iwill hope 
that I fhall not be confidered, as deficient in refpeét for the 
remaining portion of the United States, or as intending 
to make any invidious diftinCtion, if in this occafional dif: 
courfe I confine my obfervations chiefly to Newengland. 
The hiftory of this divifion of the United States, which 
is probably better known from its earlieft fettlement than 
that of any other portion of the globe, is marked with fome 
peculiar fa¢ts and circumftances, recurrence to which 
may not be deemed unfuitable to this anniverfary. 


The fettlement of Newengland was.a regular, though 
remoteeffe&t of the grand Proteftant Reformation. This 
purifying fire, kindled firft im Germany about the year 
1517 by the inftrumentality of Luther and Melancton, 
fon: fpread. through Switzerland and Geneva under the 
direStion of Zuinglius and Calvin ; and afterward, in the 
‘reign of Henry the 8th, under the preaching of Granmer, 
Ridley, Latimer, and the famous John Knox pervaded 

the native country of our venerable anceftors.% 


Of thofe in England, who appeared in fayor 
Reformation, many, conftrained by the torrent againgt 
popery to difguife their real opinions, were in heart 
papifts, and retained the ‘ old leaven.? Others, infly. 
enced by political views, heartily joined in cafting off the 
papal yoke, but were unwilling to relinquith the rites and 
ceremonies of the Romilh worfhip. Some from a mif. 
taken and timid policy advocated a gradual reform in 
hope, that by tolerating fome things, which they difap. 
proved, prejudices would be removed, and profelytes to 
the Reformation be multiplied. This accommodating 
policy to reconcile Chrift and Belial, truth and error, has: 
ever, when. practifed, produced moft pernicious efleets 
both in church and ftate. There was fill another clals of 
the reformed, who, poffefling more honefty, difeernment, 


of the 


® Bennev’s Hiftorical Account of the feveral attempts for 2 further 


‘seformation. Alf, Foxcroft’s Sermon on the Beginning of Newsngland x 
preached Augutt, 1730, i 


chriftian zeal, and independence, boldly. appealed” to 
“ the law and to the teftimony,”’ as the only ftandard of 
religious truth. They openly renounced all the. dogmas 
of popery, and all human impofitions, afferted liberty of 
con{cience in matters of faith, were enemies to ecclefiafti- 
cal tyranny, to the fplendor and magnificence. of the 
Romifh worfhip, and ftrenuous advocates of Scripture 
purity and fimplicity, and. hence acquired for themfelves 
the diftinGtive name of Purirans. From thefe heroic 
difciples of Chrift our anceftors defcended ; and they were 
worthy of their defcent. They were men indeed of like 
paflions with others; they had their imperfeCtions, and 
they partook in-a degree of the errors and delufions, pe- 
culiar to the times and circumftances, in which they lived. 
But thefe were only as fpots in the fun; fo refplendent 
were their virtues, that their blemifhes are fearcely vifible 
but to the telefcopic eye of modern philofophifm. 


At the period, when the fettlement of Newengland 
commenced, the parent country was in an advanced ftage 
of improvement. The darknefs and ignorance of popery 
had in a good degree been diflipated by the light of the 
Reformation, and the ufeful {eiences began to be culti= 
vated with fuccefs.. It was atthe fame time in fuch a 
fate of agitation from religious intolerance and perfecu- 
‘tion, as was calculated to force into exile the moft whole= 
fome members of the community. Accordingly the firft 
fettlers of Newengland were-among the beft and moft 
enlightened people of the age, in which they lived. In 
fervent chriftian piety, independence of foul,.and boldnefs 
of enterprife ; in firmnefs to encounter danger, in patience 
to endure trials and hard{hips moft fevere, in wifdom to 
devife, and ability, energy, and perfeverance to execute 
plans for the honor, fafety, and lafting happinefs of their 
pofterity; they have been exceeded by no body of people 
qn any age Of the world. It is but juftice to clafs the 
mothers with the fathers of Newengland. Each in their 
ftation equally excelled, and have an equal claim to the 
veneration and eftcem of their pofterity. 
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© Th evidence of the trath of this high charaGer of ourans 
Celtors T adduce the teftimony of that great and goodman 
t. W. Stoucnron, firftapreache; and afterward pro- 
Moted to the command of the Province of Maffachuletts. 
€ was ‘cotemporary with thele Worthies, and declared, 
‘what he knew from perfonal obfervation. In his Election 
Sermon of 1663 he fays, “As for extraction and descent, if 
we be confidered, as a posterity, to what parents and pre- 
deceffors, May we the moft of us look back ? Asto New- 
‘england, what glorious things might here be fpoken unto 
the Praife of free grace, and to jufif ¥ the Lord’s‘expeéta 
Hons upon this ground? Oh what were the open profef 
that firft entered this wildernefs? 


ays : “ay: 
ftructive of truth and holinefs 2 Whiten a ei 
their mortification, their exemplarinefs 2) Hoy much of 
© holinefS to the Lord? was Written upon all their way 
and tranfa€tions? Gop fifted a whole nation, that he 
might fend choice grain over into this wildernefg, ‘ 
he afks, “ Thofe, that have gone before us in th 
of Gop here, who and what were they ? Certainly 
and picked ones, whoa he eminenily prepared, ang 
trained up, and qualified for this fervice. They were 
worthies, men of fingular accomplifhments, and. of long 
experience, ?** 


chofce 


“ There were among them, 
witnefs,} “ many plants of renown, trees of righteouinels, 
fome of the choiceft in the whole garden of Chrift ; and 
their tranfplantation from Britain to Newengland did but 
add to their beauty, verdure, and refinement. They 
flourifhed in this foil, and multiplied, and brought forth 
abundantly the fruits of rightcoufnefs.? They were “a 


” fays another competent 


* Stoughton’s Election S: 


smon, April 29, 1668, 
$ Foxcroft, page 33, 


noble army of confeffors,> educated in the {chool of pa= 
tience, purified in the furnace of affliétion, and, finding no. 
reft at home, fought an afylum abroad, and were direéted, 
by that “ wifdom, which is firft pure, then peaceable,?? 
to this “land, which Gop had efpied for them.” T hey 
were ApraHams, the friends of Gon, and their lot in 
life, in many particulars, bore aftriking refemblance to his. 
The kindred and countrymen of this father of the faithful 
were given up toidolatry and fuperftition. Their example 
was contagious. The pure warfhip of Gop could Not in 
fafety be maintained. Liberty of confcience was denied. 
The true religion could be preferved only by emigration 
of the few, who remained uncorrupted, into a foreign 
country. Under thefe. cireumftances Gon called Abrin 
ham “ to go out into a place, which he fhould after receive 
for an inheritance,” there to eftablifh and maintain in its 
purity the worfhip of the true Gon. By faith he obeyed. 
the call, and “‘ took Sarai his wife, and Lot his brother's 
fon, and all the fubfance, that he had gathered, arid the 
fouls, that they had gotten in Haran, and went forth,?? ig- 
norant of the way, “ to'go into the land of Canaan,” an 
unknown country ; but confiding in Gop, as their guide, 
they perfevered, and ‘into the land of Canaan they came.?* 
Almoft literally the fame may be faid of our progenitors_ 
Indeed, “* if there has been any people in the world, whofe 


general hiftory runs parallel with that”? of the defeendants 
of Abraham, “iris the people of Newengland.??* 


Such were our anceftors ; and fuch the circumftances, 


under which they commenced the fettlement of this por. 
tion of the globe. 


A country like Newengland rough, healthful, pleafant, 
calling for that portion of labour and induftry, which con- 
duces in the higheft degree to, foundnefs of body and 
purity of mind, abounding in all the comforts of life, 
planted under the fpecial aufpices of heaven, and by fuch 
men, we fhould naturally conclude, would become a 

2 Foxcroft, page 19, Note, 
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feeond Canaan, a favored land. From feed fo pure, we 
fhould expeét a faig and abundant harveft of good fruits. 
‘Accordingly in no inconfiderable degree have the follow- 
ing promifes, made to Abraham, been fulfilled to the 
founders of Newengland: ‘‘ I will make of thee a great 
fation, and I will blefS thee, and make thy name great, 
and thou fhalt be a bleffing ; and Ef will blefS them, that 
blefs thee ; and curfe him, that curfeth thee.”> 


The little company. who firft went out like Abraham 
and his family “‘ not knowing whither they went,”? has 
increafed into a very numerous people. Hardfhips in- 
‘erediblé they: were indeed called to endure in the infancy 
‘of the colony ; but Gop had compafiion on them, for his 
eovenant’s fake, and permitted not the ford of the wil- 
dernefs to devour, nor cold, nor famine to deftroy, nor 
fatal icknef&S tomake the land defolate._ In all their aflic_ 
‘tions he was afflicted, and the angel of his prefence faved 
ghem. In his love and his pity he redeemed them = 

he bare them, and carried them. all the days of old aE, 
ghtcous faw it, and were glad. Iniquity ftopped a 
miouth ; or her curfe was turned into a bleffing. Te 
‘wrath of man praifed Gop ; the remainder ‘thereor 
geftrained. The Lord was their ftrength, their fortreg: 
their high tower, and deliverer ; their fhield, in who. 
they trufted. He taught their hands to. war and hae 
fingers to fight, and gave them victory over their cities 
‘The beauty of the Lord was upon his. people, and ba 
eftablifhed and profpered the work of their hands. Hye 
blefled them im the city and in the field. Zebulon ye. 
joiced in his going out, and Iffachar in his tents. a 


As the righteous Governor of the world ever accom 
plifhes all events by the fitteft means ; it may be profitable 
here to inquire, by what means Newengland rofe in opp6. 
fition to obftacles fo formidable, as were oppofed in hey 
way, from fmall beginnings to fo high a degree of refpe€kz 
ability and profperity, What caufes have operated te 


4n general of uniform charaéter, agreeing 


_ they engaged, to tempt men of a d 
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{ecure for her inhabitants fo fingular a portion of the bleft. 
ings of heaven ? 


DoubtlefS the early and continued increafe and prof- 
perity of the people of Newengland muft be confidered 
as the gracious reward of their fingular piety and wifdom : 
and the precious fruit of thofe excellent religious, Gyil: 
literary, and military inftitutions, which their piety and 
wifdom prompted and enabled them early to eftablifh 
and afterward to maintain. oe ? 


- The firft planters of Newengland, it has been remarked 
svere not like the Ifraclites, who went up out of Egypt i 
nixed multitude, ‘* a promifcuous affemblage ; they ws 
a in the r 
cellent qualities and principles. They were Se oe 
very much of the primitive flamp.”” There was nothing 
indeed in the nature and obje@ of the enterprife, in which 


3 eo) iferent chara€ter to 
quit their nauve country, and to brave the dangers of 
crofling a wide ocean, and the hardfhips of fettling a wil- 
dernefs. It promifed no honors to the ambitious, no 
pleafures to the voluptuary, no gain to the avaricious. It 
opened no field of a@tion to wicked men of any clafs. 
"The main object of the hazardous enterprife being to 
cftablifh and enjoy the pure religion of the gofpel, the 
great body of thofe, who engaged in it, were men “who 
felt the power ofthat fzizh, which worketh by itesre which 
overcometh the world, and is the fubftance on things 
hoped for, and the evidence of things not feen.?? The 
few, who mingled with them from finifter motives or 
*€ came hither upon fudden and undigefted grounds » 
foon returned difheartened and in difguft to their native 
country, Jeaving behind them “a fhining colle@ion of 
fincere profeffors, who enlivened and animated each other 


in following after holinef§S by the rec} q 
a Men we oe y the reciprocal influences of 
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Anxious to perpetuate for themfelves and their pofterit¥ 
the liberty and privileges, both religious and civil, which 
they enjoyed, they fought, and received dire€tion from 
heayen concerning the beft means for this end. In every 
plantation their firft care was to eftablifh a church, and 
fettle a minifter, that the worfhip of Gop might be regu- 
larly and decently performed, and the people inftructed 
in the doétrines and duties of the chriftian religion. 
Knowing that the declenfion of piety and the corruption 
of morals are invariable confequences of negleét and pro= 
fanation of the chriftian fabbath, they regarded, and by 
laws protected, this facred day with uncommon firi€inefs, 


When churches were multiplied and {tattered over a 
confiderable extent of country, in order to preferve unity 
and purity of faith in the bonds of love and peace, they 
affembled in Synod by their delegates, and framed and 
adopted a Platform of church discipline? Frou this 
inftrument of union, which long continued to regulate al] 
ceeclefaftical proceedings, and which €ven now isappealeq — 
to, as an authority of weight, z 


§reat good has refulted to 
the Newengland churches.. We fhould readily fuppofe 
this from the chara€ters, which formed it: According tq 


the joint and dying teftimony of the venerable and. aged 
Higginson and Hubbard, who in the year 1701 , had lived. 
one of them fixty, the other feventy years in Newengland. 
the framers of this platform ‘‘ were men of great renown te 
the nation, whence the Laudean perfecution exiled them. 
Their learning, their holincfs, their gravity ftruck alt 
men, that knew them, with admiration. They were 
Timothies in their houfes, Chrysostoms in their pulpits, 
Augustines in difputation. The prayers, the ftudies, the 


humble inquiries, with which they fought after the mind 
of Gop, were as likely to profper, as 
earth. And the fufferings wherein the 
for the name and truth of the Lord Je 
the arguments w 
Lord would rev, 


any men’s Upon 
y were confeflors 
: fus Chrift, add to 
hich would perfuade us that our gracious 
acd and honor them with communicat- 


eae ee. 


if 


ing much of his truth to them. The famous Brightman 
had foretold, Clariorem lucem adhuc solitudo dabit ; “God 
svould yet reveal more of the true church ftate to fome of 
his faithful fervants, whom he would fend into a wilder. 
nefs, that he might there have communion with them.” 
And it was eminently accomplifhed in what was done 
for and by the men of Gop, who firit ereted churches 
for him in this American wildernefs.?* 


Aware of the neceflity of civil government to fecure 
the welfare of the infant colony, the firft adventurers, 
before they landed at Plymouth, formed themfelves into 
a body politic, under a folemn covenant, which they made 
the bafis of their government. By this civil compact 
they were empowered to ‘‘ enaét, conftitute, and frame, 
fuch juft and equal laws, ordinances, atts, conftitutions, 
and offices, from time to time as might be thought moft 
meet and convenient for the general good of the colony.?? 
The foundation of their civil polity being thus laid, they 
religioufly feleCted their wifeft and beft men to ercet 
the fuperftructure. Believing that ‘he, who ruleth over 
men muft be juft, ruling in the fear of Gop,” a hater of 
covetoufnefs, a terror to evil doers, and a prife to them 
that do well, “+ they promoted none, but men of this char. 
aGter, to manage the affairs of government. To infidel 
‘defpifers of religion and its ordinances, to unprincipled 

demagogues, to fycophantic declaimers, and officé feckers, 
to men in general of corrupt principles and morals, they 
gaye no countenance. ~“Phey confidered and treated the 
few of this clafs, who ventured into Newengland, as the 
ane of the commonwealth. Abundant teftimony ofthe 
truth of what Ihave now ftated might be adduced from 
our hiftory ; you will be fatisfied, I prefume, with that of 
the venerable Mircnnr, Oaxs, Prince, and Surp. 
‘np, intheit Ele&tion Sermons. In 1667 Mr. Mrreq. 
‘gx obferves, “ This is the 37th year current with the 


* Quoted in Prince’s Election Sermon, of 
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Maffachufetts colony, that Gop hath given them godly 
magiftrates.” He adds, ‘‘ The fun does not fhine ona 
happier people, than they are in regard of this mercy.”? 


Six yearsafterthis Mr. Oaks teftifies, as follows, ‘‘ Ma- 
ny and wonderful are the favors and privileges, which the 
Lord your Gop hath conferred upon you. As to your 
civil government you have had JMoses, men I mean of 
the fame fpirit, to lead and gobefore you. The Lord hath 
not given children to be your leaders, but pious, faithful, 
prudent magiftrates, men in wifdom and underftanding ; 
men of Vehemiah’s {pirit, that fought not themfelves, but 
fincerely defigned the good, and confulted the welfare and 
profperity of thefe plantations. Good magiftrates, good 
laws, and the vigorous execution of them, have been the 
privilege and glory of Newengland, wherein you have 
been adyanced above moft of the nations of the earth.” 


In 1730 Mr. Prince confirmed the teftimony of his pre. 
deceffors : Speaking of the civil fathers of Newensland. 
who had gone before them, he fays,* “‘ They were moftly 
men of good eftates and families, of liberal education, an, a 
of large experience ; but they chiefly excelled in Piety to 
Gop, in zeal for the purity of his worfhip; reverence fo. 
his glorious name and ftriét obfervance of his holy fab. 
baths ; in their refppeét and maintenance of an unblemifheq 
minifiry ; the {pread of knowledge, learning, good order, 

and quiet through the land, a reign of righteoufnels, ang 
the welfare of this people ; and the making and executing 
wholefome laws for all thefe bleffed ends.” 


At that pure and pious period of our commonwealth 
there was a happy concurrence between civil and ecclefi. 
altical leaders in promoting religion. “‘ Then’? (ays Mr. 
Suzparp,t one of my worthy predeceflors,) “ might be 
feen magiftrates and magiftrates upon the feat of juttice, 
cemented together for the advancement of the kingdom of 


* Election Sermon, page 39. 
+ In his EleGion Sermon, 
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Chrift in this wildernefs. Then might be feen magiftrates 
and minifters together in way of advice : minifters and 
minifters cleaving together in- way of communion : min. 
jfters and their refpeCtive Congregations together in way 
of prayer and holy worthip : churches and churches to- 
gether in way of confultation, by greater and leffer fynods ; 
magiftrates and minifters and their people together, unit- 
ing hands and hearts in the common caufe, breathing a 
public fpirit, and con{piring with holy zeal and vigor, to 
advance the kingdom of Chrift.” The excellent rulers ~ 
of that day “united with their paftors in confultations 
and endeavors for'the advancement and prefervation of 
yeligion, and the Privileges, peace, and order of the 
churches. By their graye and prudent carriage they 


happily preferved a veneration for their perfons and au- 


thority among the people; and yet carefully proteQed 


3 
them in the full enjoyment of their precious liberties." 

Bleffed Be pe aes of our fathers, who hath not for- 
ee eat as we have now deferibed, 
men of ee x eat {pirit, fil govern in our favored 
Neweng' oe ieee ney are confoling evidences of our 
yemaining health, precious Suardians-of our deareft privi- 
leges, the fale of the earth 5 pledges of the continued fivor 
and protection of heaven. For uch rulers we moft fer- 
yently wif long life, increafing influence, and the blefing 
of Gop Almighty, Me , , = 

Phe do€trines, that ‘ ignorance js the mother of deyo- 
tion,” that human learning is nota requifite qualification 
jn the miniflers of religion, Nor yet in thofe, who govern, 
and legiflate for the commonwealth, were not the do@rines 
of our fathers. They had no belie 


f, that the fear of G 
could be preferved, or that the righ : eh eae te 


ts of citi 
ones fhould the lowélt of the Bees citizens would be 
priefthood, or promoted to make 
the commonwealth. _ They 
handmaid of true religion and rag, 
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onal liberty ; and that 
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neither could flourifh, or long exift, without her aid 
Accordingly, prompted by their piety, and directed b 
their fuperior wifdom, they eftablifhed fchools on a plan 
new, liberal, and ufeful, far beyond any before or fince 
invented ; a plan, which, providing equally for the poo 
and the rich, who mingled in the fame {chool, was admir. 
ably calculated to draw into notice and ufe, genius and 
worth, which, but for this device, might have been for 
ever concealed in the obfcure abodes of poverty. By | 
means of this excellent inftitution of frée {chools, fuflicient | 
of itfelf to immortalize the memories of our fage progeni- | 
tors, thoufands have been advanced from the humbleft | 
{phere of life, and introduced upon the public ftage, where” 
they have acted parts in behalf of the ftate, and of the 


--eburch, highly honorable to themfelyes and ufeful to 


their fellow citizens, 


_ Sixteen years* only after the fir landi 

at Plymouth, and within lefs than eight 5s ed 
ing of the Maffachufetts colony, while they Sire Py ‘it a 
out wealth, ina wildernefs, furrounded by a is af 
faithlefs race, they laid the foundation of Harvard Oeil ie 
So highly did they value the advantages. of liberal ¢, ma 
tion. “This feminary, nurtured by the prayers of its = Bae 
founders and friends, and the liberal benefa@ions of the 
legiflature and of private individuals, greatly flourifhed 
and diffufed its benign influence through Newengland. 
From this ancient inftitution, refpe@table and pleafant in 
our eyes, early eftablifhed ‘‘to enlighten and rejoyce our 
land,”? have proceeded fome of the moft brilliant and ufeful 
ornaments of Newengland, both in church and {tate. 
Shall not the example of thofe excellent men, who eftab- 
lifhed, and foftered, and prayed for this inftitution ; {hall 
not the rich harveft of bleflings, which it has yielded to 
our country, fecure for it fill the affe@tion and patronage 
of our civil fathers ? So hall it continue firft, as fhe is the 
eldeft, among her filters, the beauty of Newengland, and 


3636, It received the name of Harvard College in 163%: 
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ghe mother Oe iluftrious worthies for ages and ages to 
+5 a 

ae all the glory of Newengland Gop was pleafed to 
On defence by infpiring the people in general with a 
create 3, trepid {pirit, fuited to their perilous circum- 
brave, 1 particularly by leading them early to eftablifh 
ftances, @ nfefal and honorable military affociation, whofe 
3 ry we now religioufly celebrate in the houfe of 
ae <yhole hiftory, agreeably to their requeft, I fhall 

Gop eet e your attention. 

now 


eteious forefathers laid deep and broad founda- 
Our ‘iit happineds of their pofterity. They feem to 
3 for othing undone, which they could do, to fecure 
have left object of their migration to this country. Pa- 
te gran jnoffenfive as they were in their principles 
cific anc qua; fair and honorable as were their treaties 
and con ¢ with their Indian neighbors ; they were ftill 
to their infidious and hoftile attacks. To their 
expok civil, and literary inftitutions, it therefore feem- 
religiour ry to add one of a military kind, which might 
ed nece™ {chool, in which the knowledge of this import- 
ferve, 2° pebe advantageoutly, cultivated, and as a nurfe- 
ant art Hee ation of officers and foldiers for the defence 
ry for a county- 2 5 ‘ 
of thet = from a paragraph in Governor Winthrop’s 
2 appers sel early as December 1637, a number of 


: ith others, had affociated i 

ena, entlemen, with others, ociated in & 
For cole span and requefted to be made a corpora~ 
ie A the council, confidering from the example 


c 
pill <6 But rian band, | among the Romans, and the 
ees é prete Furope, how dangerous it might be to ere&t: 
oF emplats thority of military men, which might eafily, 

ptandin® * r¢hrow the civil Power,” thought fit to decline 
ga times cir react However, on the 24th of Aprit 


atin’ he Governor and Council eftablifhed the Com. 
follow!” 4 See Note [B] 


» page rA7 
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pany by the name of ‘ THE MILITARY COMPAN 
OF THE MASSACHUSETTS ;” but they exprefsly 
provided that nothing, contained in their charter, fhould 
“ extend to free the faid company, or any of them, their 
perfons or eftates, from the civil government and jurif~ 
dition” of the commonwealth. 


This affociation, as we are informed in the preamble 
of their charter, originated from a concern in its members 
for “ the public weal and fafety ; and to promote thefe > 


by the advancement of the military art and exercife oF 


arms.” ‘The fituation of Newengland, at this period, wag 
peculiarly calculated to infpire a difpofition to Promote 
military difcipline. Along, diftreffing, and very blood 
war, the firft which had happened between the Englift 
and the Indians, in which the Pequod ete 
extirminated, had juft clofed,%* Althou 
this war on the part of the Englifh was {e 
plete, as to reftrain the furround: 


armed, difciplined, and Prepared for any em lr 


Hence probably originated this ancient ane te Seney_ 
military company. Hence too the difpofition in tho wble 


ernment to patronife and diftinguith it With a 


Ov. 
privileges. Peculiay 


Its original charter,{ Srants liberty to choofe its c 
officers, the two firtt in grade to be always fuch, as x 
Court or Council fhall approve. Niet periotathis nan 


pany, (officers of other trained bands excepted, ) Wwe 7 
excufed from ordinary trainings. "The firft Monday te 


‘ ; : meeting and exerci. | 
and that they mightnot be interrupted) all other trainin <5 


? 
icays. They were alfo empowered to make, and by fines 


every month was appointed for their 


and particular town meetings, were prohibited on th 


* Sce Hutchinfon, vol, I. P: 80. 
} Hutchinfon, vol. 1. page 80, 
4 See the Records of the Company, 


Winthrop’s Journal, p-142 to 147, 


nation were utter],; adyantagess 


gh the fuccefy of 


this 
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#6 enforce, fuch regulations for the management of their 
military affairs, as they might think expedient, which 
fhould be of force, when allowed by the Court. They 
had liberty to meet for military exercifes in any town 
qwithin the jurifdiction. © And to affift them in defraying 
‘expentes, incident to their extraordinary exertions for 
e2P noting military difcipline, the Court granted them firft 
na gusand, and afterward in addition /ve Lundred acres 

ee for their ufe and that of their fucceffors for ever. 
of a except the Roman, Pretorian band, no military 
Zs sation perhaps was ever diftinguifhed by government, 
wears {imilar privileges. The Council, by fubjeGting the 
wits to the civil authority, while at the fame time 
pueS eantied to it liberal patronage, manifefted great dif- 
they ent and prudence, as they effe€tually fecured all the 
ei while they avoided the dangers of the Przto- 
sian band. 

Tt appears, that the company at its commencement was 
compofed in part at leaft, of fome of the firft men in the 

joy: Men of like charaéter have ever fince been rank- 
£4 among, its members. Before the clofe of a century 
eC ~ its eftablifhment, the affociation, from the high re- 
Z ability of its members, and from its extenfive and 
{pe awledged ufefulnefS, received the name of “ THE 
acktQTENT AND HONORABLE ARTILLERY 
ANY pANY OF MASSACHUSETTS,” which name 

Or: merits and retains, 
jt 


A peft inftitutions have their feafons of decline. 


{eafon, it appears, this company experienced pre- 
such 4 to the year 1700. A long time it had continued 
: yioulll -fery for training up foldiers in military difcipline, 
“a it had been prepared for, and employed in, the fer- 
and their king and country.??* From various caufes, 
yice © orded, it had been for feyeral years ‘‘ under fome 
ot B oD Anxious to preferve the reputation, honor, and 
decay” 

6 pecords, page.2+ 


es Eee Se eee es 
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good influence of their inftitution, the company, in Sep 
tember 1700, met, and revifed their former grants and 
orders, and confidered what part of them might with pro- 
priety be annulled, and what additions made, to meet the 
increafe and improved ftate of the country. ‘Fhe refult 
was that the ¢/ree, inftead of the zwo firft_officers of the 
‘company, fhould be allowed by the Governor; that they 
fhould have liberty to meet for military exercifes, not in’ 
“ any town within the jurifdiction,” but, ‘in any neigh- 
bouring town at their difcretion ;” that inftead of the firft 
Monday in every month, training days fhould in future 
be the Ele€tion day, being the firft Monday in June, an- 
nually, and: the firft Mondays i September, O€tober; 
April, and May ; that out of the feveral companies jf 
Bofton there may be enlifted 40 foldiers and no’ more = 
that upon the reafonable requeft of any member of ¢} > 
company they may have their difmiffion. granted : ae 
names of fuch are enrolled on an hono: litt cc The 
the purpofe.* rary lilt, kept. for 


Though the great changes in the ffate of : 

1 f ; 
rendered it lefS neceffary for the eoneany eee 
refpeét to fome of their peculiar privileges ; eeu: "gid 
April Lt, 1748, one of the trainin ice 


; 8 days of the c : 
a town meeting called in Bofton on this day waste Dy, 
illegal, nuil, and void, becaufé contr. x Clared 


: ary to their cl 
At a recent period alfo, I have been informed esta) 
manding officer of another military company. having Cae 
advertently ordered out his foldiers on one of the training 
days of the Pee: artillery company, very Politely 
‘countermanded the order, as an infri i 

¢ ; n of thei 
cient rights. ; ae ag 


This company, from the beginning has fhared 
-countenance and patronage of the public. No other Coin 
‘pany has fucceeded in procuring like privileges. Tts 

funds are exempted from taxes; its anniverfarics have 

* Records, page 3. 


+ Sce Records of this date, 
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ted by. religious folemnities, as well as 
ever been itis, and honored with the prefence of 
Dy & 


ae f the commonwealth, of numbers of the 
the civil cae e other refpeGlable members of the 
Glegepin Seen poe ae ti 
cormmunl > “ 
F js taken in the choice of members, to preferve the 
Care. 1 of the company. None are admitted, but by 
reputato nce of three quarters of the votes ; and furcties 
a conc jred for their good behavior. Upward of fourteen 
are pied perfons havé been members of this affociation 
Ki ate eftablifhment. 
hen to the year 1767, owing in part to the extra- 
Prev" expenfes, neceffarily incurred by the officers, 
ordioeiation experienced another decline. “Timely and 
e allo 


efrectual exertions however were made, to revive it again. 
e 


In 1772 the threatening afpeét of public affairs awak. 
ened the attention of this company. Elevated by their 
rofefion and privileges, as centinels to watch the move- 
P ents of thofe, who meditated evil againft the common, 
By alth, it became them to take the lead in military prep. 
weeate for the laft refort. "They were not ignorant of 
; +. duties, nor unfaithful in performing them. They 
ther ed to adopt a uniform drefs, to be very particular in 
reloration of their members, and ftri€t and pun@ual in 
nC ing the rules of their inftitution. Thefe and other 
oles meafures were adopted with a view to infpire a 
fpirit into their own body, and to diffufe it amon, 
sr fellow citizens, Thefe exertions were continued 
the? o inconfiderable effect, we may prefume to 
the interefting tranfa€tions of that portentous period 
the opening of the revolutionary war in April 1775. 
this war Many of the members of this company en. 
Jn d, and fome, whofe names adorn their records, aéteq 


gase qiftinguithed parts, both in the field and in the Cal 
honor defcend to Pofterity 


vigor? 
fay, 


yes whofe names will with 
a ie pages Of hiftory, 
fo) 


il MS 


20 


From April 1775 to Auguft 1786, the company for ob- 
vious reafons intermitted their regular meetings. At the 
period, laft mentioned, they reaffembled, and organized 
themfelves under their lait eleSted officers. This was 
another period of danger, and thefe patriots and veterans 
Were prompt in their preparations to meetit. A formi- 
dable infurre@tion, which for fome time had been gener- 
ating from a combination of caufes,. in the fubfequent 
autumn burft forth in the weftern parts of this common. 
wealth, under the dite@tion of Danict Shays, and others, 
which threatened the moft ferious confequences, Not to 
this flate only, but to our whole country. At this anxious 


betiod, when all the bleffings, purchafed by the blood and 
treafure of our citizens, 


hazard, this patriot band, d 
mated with noble ardor to 


: their own words 
themfelyes in every thing in their power to fupport the 
government of the commonwealth, and to hold themfey,. 
in readinefs, on the fhorteft Notice, to turn out in defeng ~ 
of the fame.” Accordingly they appeared foremof, ‘i 
difcharging the dutics of this momentous crifis. Config: 
ering their charaéter as men, as patriots, and as fOldierg 
their example muft have had a commanding influence 
upon others; and at fo critical a moment 
hefitated on which fide to engage, when 
little lefs refolution and {p 
turned the f{eale in favor of 
but juftice, to fay that this an 


» When many 
a fhort delay, 
init manifefted, would have 
anarchy, it is probably doin 
cient and honorable company” 
under Providence, contributed much, very much to the 
falvation of this flate, of our country, and of all in this 
world, that our hearis hold dear. 


Since this period under the fmiles of heaven, ow ihn 
tyhas enjoyed peace and profperity, and of courle the 


on has been marked with 10 Prom- 


hiltory of this inftituti | 
ment €vent. Its time of ation is, when the interefts of 


pre always 


Ot 
+6 the hazard’ by invading foes, Tis 
; atte the hazard: by inva melee 
our country are E'" SO iof danger . Itas ae be ia 
pott of hone’ eacelits membe s hold themfelyes prep vel 
{ripe ee i Sots geld. sts ? . : 
£3 ¢ ne 2 saeaiiamal Abe egal 

FO ear a Oat SLURRY aL affociation muft 
2 ree ee | On the day of cleétion new ola 
not efcape ov ee, and thole Rubs StU Sa 
+g, and continue to perform ne chek “Phis 
£ ‘pe ranks,“ Ae dd at fome future ele bait Wesae 
ates, ull ABM ppropriate ceremonies on the pu found a 
yale with apP £the Governor and Council, furrounc ed 
eee Gators! “* This is the very marrow 
dof B ‘Ag ‘ " 


in pre 


baie A E f en. =, oF 
and pil y y affociation, founded in the pureft age of 
py gmilitar 


Newens! spighly republican in its principles, embracing, 
ment, 
bs pnme 


pill, swe a coy ken unufual pains to 
uch 3s Be - refponfibility, and: takes TH 7 muft hay, 
2 peculae jves in the-art military. ney mu. hays 
fee the cially in the infancy of the aneat an 
po more € ae military companies would a ire to 
pee le, ee risers, -not belonging toa fingle town, 
estate: a over the commonyealth, carried aire oe 
page ipo itary {pirit, and the knowledge of corre ai cl. 
Be po. 2 mee ead them among their neighbors. Ww hen 
thé (a ree into the furrounding provinces, thither 
ay enst fe their diftiplinary and fastical mprove. 
jfo th ; This company, no doubt, eater vie, 
2 ents: aly and remotely, in railing e y ar. 
Wee di ‘Newengland. Like leaven, it bas operated in, 
gtr g the whole lump. 
qyeav Bora t 
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‘Tt is prefumed, that nothing, which has now been faid 
of the Ancient and Honorable Artillery, will befo con- 
Mtrued, as to detra& in any degree from the meritof our 
refpe€table militia, or from the high reputation of ‘the ma- 
ny volunteer ompanies, formed in yarious parts of the 
commonwealth, feyeral of which, in point of {kill and ex. 
adthefs in military manceuvres and difcipline, vie with the 
Parent inftitution. As to the militia it is enough, that 
their Commander in Chief has faid that, their body, “Was 


never perhaps in a more refpeétable conditi 
: i 1 to) 
prefent,>* peIDce on n, than at 


My fubje&, I fear has led me to trefpafs already too 
roe upon your Patience. Tmuft afk your indulgen 
however, a few minutes longer, while I apply m: ee 
courte, a tothe Antientand Honorable Company. . 1 a 
anniverfary we this day celebrate ; then to th eS 
at large. — ieee diene. 
Brethren, of the Ane 
Company, 
Agreeably toa with, expreffed to me 
officers, I have attempted a fj ummary hiftory of i 
erable inftitution. You cannot contemplate Hou Yen 
its uniform refpectability, and extenfive ufefuln ' "gin 
out mingled €motions Sy 


emulation, 


iene and Llonorable Arti} ey 
4 


by your Te 


‘ trained up i 
to try nee fouls. Tt did not originate ee he adapteg 
e a muita 1 OL 
aiid eae atite ee awe the: civil authonge = 
a juft and pious concern for # he eae people; but 4 
‘ f ublic : 
Pee fuse ttkthe military dao ene eS" 
it fared Minpias Cultivators and friends of {cience a, = 
Midons arthe ie? “<P, and broad, and fecure, the mans 
“ihe. Peace, Profperity, and glory of New. 
# xcellency’s Speech to the Legiflature May 1803 me 
; : 
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e pi ind’ wifdom of our’ fathers Ied theny 
england. 3 a ne pees and efforts, to” produce the 
LD combi ble good. We truft, brethren, that it will be 
greatelt Pe ep inview the original defign, of your affo- 
your ie It will be your ftudy, how you fhall moft effec- 
ciation. ferve its high reputation, and render it moft ufe- 
tually Pre mmunity. Should foreign foes again dare to 
ful to be Eananttyas rights, or anarchy to raife her hydra 
se own bofom, which may heayen forbid, you 
ae t atthe poft of danger, and by your example 
rs to unite in repelling the aggreffions and: pre- 
havoc of the prefumptuous enemy. It will 
it was that of your renowned predecef= 


<7] be aler 


+ -¢ othe! 


‘S> t 5 
for: > ti 
penden ny before you the excellent example of thofe of 
contin 


our P 
y' embe 


and ct ie to imitate their piety toward God, their zeal. 
will ee their reverence forhis fabbath and ordi- 
for his . You will, in a word, be Chriftian patriots, and 
ances idiers of Jefis Chrift. ‘* Watch-ye, ftand faft in 
good oa guit you like men, be ftrong.” So fhall your 
company {till remain honorable, preferve its high 
and”, refi eétable patronage, and extenfive influence ; 
yanks -ourfelves, my brethren, having followed your 
and ° eflorss who through faith and patience now inherit 
pret % ifes; having, like thofe chriftian heroes, fought 
the po fight, finifhed your courfe, and kept the faith, 
the ® AT receive from the righteous Judge the crown of 
you ws ufefs the laurel of vittory, that fadeth not away, 
yisbt view we have taken of the fettlement of Neweng. 
dof the chara€ter and inftitutions of our venerable 
furnifhes to us all abundant matter for ufefal 
The hand of God was very viftble in planting 


1} and ; an 


cefstors ? 
« gection. 
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this country, in fuftaining, protecting, and profpéring its 
Sirft chriftian inhabitants. T hey were a chofen genera: 
tion, and received wifdom from above to ena@ laws, and 
eftablith inflitutions, furpafling in excellence and utility 
thofe of perhaps any other nation under heayen, It is 
our honor and our privilege to have defcended from fuch 
Progenitors, to live under ftich laws, to enjoy the benefits 
of fuch imftitutions. Amid dangers, and trials, and hard: 
thips of which we can have but a faint idea, our fathers 
Planted, God in his abundant goodnefs watered, and we 
ave reaping, in manifold bleflings, a large increafe, See: 
ing thefe things are fo, what nianner of perfons Sught we 
to be in all holy converfation and godlinefs ? Hoy, fervent 
fhould be our gratitude to God; how warm and enligh 
ened our zeal for his honor ; how cheerful and pe v5 Be 
our obedience to all his holy laws and inftitutions 2 est 
Wis faid_ of Rome, that “ in her youth and. 

fhe was the feat of piety, of the pureft patriot hood 
plicity of manners, juftice, honor, temperance > f 
and fplendid poverty.?? Among all the heathe “Bality 
“none perhaps ever enjoyed more light, advant: Nation 5 

bleffings, than the Romans, till the introdudig, 

airy; when money became the fole objet of py. 

all veneration for religion, oaths, juftice, and > and 
was by degrees annihilated. Their punifhmeng °° efty, 
portioned to the privileges and bleffings} whic} Was pro. 
enjoyed, and to the fins by which they had forfeit, hey had 
Tacitus thus defcribes their degenerate ftate Salt em 
hideous were the ravages of cruelty at Romes f Mor 
it was treafonable to be’noble ; capital to be rich 5 
nal to have fuftained honors ; criminal to have q . 
‘them ; and the reward of worth was quick avidtitiegs Ined 

: 5 . 3 = italy) 

deftru€tion.. There the banefal villanies of inform. le 
were not more fhocking, than their mighty and gents 
uilhing rewards,” (for on them were conferred the ‘fin. 
honorable and lucrative: ofices of the empire,) Ene 
“ every fation, exerting all their terrors, and punk hile 
> Ung 


Durty; tax. 
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their hate, they controlled and confounded all things; flavés 
were fuborned to accufe their mafters ; freedmen their 
patrons; and fuch as had no enemies, were betrayed and 
undone by their friends,» ; rs 


The Jews furnifh an example fil more in point. They 
were God’s peculiar People, on whom he beltowed his 
richeft favors. He dealt (5 with no othernation. When 


they were but few in Dumber, yea a very few and ftrang- 
? 


ers ; when they went froy, ome nation to another, from 
one kingdom to another People, he fuffered noman to do 
them wrong: Yea he reptove d kings for their fakes. 
He increafed his people ereatl ofan nee them ftronger, 


than their enemies, ‘< fervant, and 
; S fes his lervant, an 

‘Aaron, whom he had chon aReae forth by a right 
mvay ; and gave them ; Pe to ae \ that they 

ight’ obferve- his 1€ land of the heathen, 

Avasthe lot of his nhs tes and keep his laws. Jacob 
wast he lot of his Inhey}; ance. i -nftructed him, he kept 
ee nf ae fea of his eye - HW Bae him to eat of the 
eats Buuee San Nd to Ne fone and oil out of the 
iheep, with fat of eae did he give them, and ma 
drank of the pure by Soa and kidneys of wheat, and they 
of things continued fo OF the grape.) Dhis happy flate 
ful in the fervice of the D8 as this people remained faith- 
urun waxed fat and Kick. ee Of their fathers. “But Jefh- 


him, and lightly efteg, ae : tes 
when the Lord fay in ed th ad forfook Gop, 


i nd 
: ° > He ayy Tock of his falvatom 2 
rovoking of his fons 9, nd Re Orre ic me n, becaufe of the 
reverted. ‘Their ble, Nis day : the M ephe feenesvas 
their condition became Was . ters.’ curfe; and 
profperous. All this ¢ as deplanee eae was before 
pad ‘ forfaken the Corey Cais Rae as cae ae 
|s.”? G Upon them, 
other god ©°D of their fataers, and ferved 
if then, like the ay,: 5 a 
tion for religion and - a OMans we lofe/our venera. 
jaftice and modetty, ay fey d inte ei our regard to 
luxury to deftroy on; fy. CUrlo try ; if we fufter 
My. Ove ofcountry > 
B Dlicits. of manners, andtoereate 
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artificial wants, and méney to become the chief objet of 
our purfuit ; if by any means we become fo politically 
depraved, as that vice fhall triumph and “ impious mem 
bear fway,”? and the honorable. man fhail be found only 
inthe private walks of life. Or, if, like Jefhurun, we 
wax fat'and wanton in ourprofperity, and depart from the 
old paths and the good way, and forfake the Gop of our 
fathers, the Rock of our falvation, ther we niay be affured, 
our defteu€tion drawethi nigh. And, when Gop fhall_ 
enter into judgment with Newengland, it will bea day of 
his fierceft wrath. The plagues and miferies, infiéted by 
Jehovah on ancient Rome, on modern France, or even 
thofe poured out on his chofen people, are more tolerable, 
that thofé in ffore for us, if under our fitperior privileges,, 
andinore folemn warnings, we follow the example of thefe 
apoftate nations. Amd are there not already upon us many 
fymptoms of decline ? Let us compare the modern with: 
the primitive ftate of this part our country, and mark the 
difference. Oh that we were wife, that we underftood 
this, that we would confider our latter end, and know the 
things, that belong to our peace, before they be hidden, 
from our eyes f 


Suffer me, in this connection, to addrefs you in the. 
folemn words of the excellent Gov. Stoucuron : “Con. 
fider, and remember always, that the books, that fhall be 
opened at the laft day, will contain genealogies in them, 
There fhall then be brought fortha regifter of the geneal. 
ogics. of Newengland’s fons and daughters. How fhalk 
we, many of us, hold up our faces then, when there fhall] 
bea folemn rehearfal ofour descent, as well, as of our de~ 
generacies ! Fo have it publifhed, whose child thou art, 
will be cutting to.thy foul as well, as to have the cr™mes 
reckoned up, of which thou art guilty.””* 


But, though we have much to fear from our degenera~ 
ics, we -haye, through the mercy of our Go pee 
things to encourage our hepes- Numerous an 


3d Eledtion'sermon- 


4 


Sing are the tokens of the favor ofheaven, ftilt vifible among 
us, when we look into the flate of our churches, of our 
colleges and fchools, of our political, and military affairs. 
"The inftitutions of our fathers fiill yield tous their increafe, 
though the harveft is diminifhed and marred by our de- 
generacies. Shall we not thentake courage, awake, unite, 
and ftrengthen the things which remain? ; 


To this end let us “* confider the days of old, the years 
of ancient times,” and reflect often on our defcent, more 
highly to be valued, than that of kings and nobles. ; Tet 
us venerate and by all means preferve uncorrupted, thofe 
inftitutions, which our fathers planted in thet wifdom and 
piety, watered and cherifhed with their teats and their 
prayers, and defended with theirblood; which have borne 
for their pofterity fo fair and plentiful harveft of bleflings.’ 
We cannot leave to our pofterity a richer inheritance, 
than thefe inflitutions, in their primitive pnity- 

rs Let va eve Againit the inficious. encroachments of 
Senin 6 Se ones beguiling fbi Neg now 
may deftroy. His eee the earth, fee ny whom he 
ftraints upon the pafj, InefS is to take off a utary re. 
Jaw, to unkennel yj aoe of men, to annihilate the foree of 
to a ftate Of nature, “y 7° UNcivilize man and reduce him 
tears andgroans ofhis g.7° Path may be deleried by the 
the noify, and blooay UCed followers, It Jeads through, 
to the dreary, cheerleg, neues ©fanarchy and wild mifrule 

As we value our 5; Slons of defpotifm, 


he vifionary {chemeg iberties and happinels, let us rejee 
with experimenta] } onodern reformers; be contenteg 
s¢ the old paths ang «edge ; adhere unwaveringly to 
walked, and found yep 800d Way,?? in which our fathers 
political and religion = their fouls ; cherifh tho@found 
which in this ftorpy. Principles, and ‘‘fteady habits,» 
Scyllaand Charyag; Period, will guide us fafely, between 
men, and thofe only “jonarchy and defpotifine Let tho. 
ernment, wha are jy ft are the honors.and offices ofgoy. 
> 8nd Will rule in the fear of Gop, 
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Tf we fee men anxious and intriguing for pofts of truft and 
profit, uttering groundlefs clamors againft thofe in office, 
claiming to be the exclufive friends of the people ; calum- 
niating the religion and the minifters of the gofpel, and 
habitually negleGting its holy ordinances ; indulging the 
lufts of the flefh, defpifing dominion, and {peaking evil of 
dignities ; we may be affured, fuch men are falfe hearted 
patriots ; they are not to be trufted. “ Clouds they are 
without water, carried about of winds ; trees, whofe fruit 

withereth ; without fruit, twice dead, plucked up by the 

roots. Raging waves of the fea ; foaming out their own 


fhame ; wandering ftars, to whom is referved the black- 
nefg of darknef& for ever, 7? 


While we diligently promote foun 
jon, in polities, and feience ; while 
which make for peace - difpofit; 

I 3 i ofitions 
and attitudes of the nations of the earth > fuch Beever: 
mercial conne@tions with tl y 


hem, that it is heceffary vy, 
prepared for war. The example of Jehofhaph Vv we be 


Judah, merits,in this conneétion,our notice and imine ae 
His kingdom was furrounded with enemies. He fhe 
fore wifely “ ftrengthened himfelf againft them ; pues 
forces in all the fenced cities of Judah, and in the Cities of 
Ephraim.”? With thefe preparations for w. 


L Wit ar he conneé.. 
ed instruction in righteousness. ‘In the third yea; P 
reign he fent of his princes to teach in the cities 9 


and with them he fent Levites and pricfts, 


taught in Judah, and had the book of the law 
with them, and we 


S of Judah, 
nee of thefe 


that were round ah, f 
: 0 that they made TCR 
againft Jehofhaphat, >> i i wap 
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ith i y ) defend ourfelves 
x ty, but to defen f 
ete st outrages with impunity, fen ie 
coe attempts of unprincipled and Poe a 
again: onfider all means, as lawful, that Te Aa 
pet * who make their glory confift in fpreacding 
E =e : 
through the world.??* 


Wr te 

A general knowledge of the art of war et aan 
a manly attitude, preparations to Reece a wey 
WAGES ae prefer yaaa ‘ll be reftrained only 
Depraved and unprincipled men Wt Reyer ernie 
by fear. “The wicked prey upon the de nd RtennGee 
nimity ever Invites infult and outrage: Bui i ee a 
and fortrefies, the {Wword, the fpear, and Pie the protec- 
are good and neceflary means of delenees YE 


tion of Gop is far better ; and without this they can avail 


us nothing. “* Righteoufhets exalteth a nation ie nae 

orable alliance with heaven, and fheltereth it Hehe tes 

fhield of OMnipotence. Whatever, therefore, ee 

rightcoufnels, tit be regarded by every man, a ‘i 

lieves a Providence 8S a part of the national defence. "7 
even the firg 


Cong -enchnation, of whole 
cory » tl of Frenchns 2 ne 
as abies at Political ec we have a higher opinion, 
pan gts 7 Bae OF is heard or the morality of his eS 
Aa es ar ¥ by, the dreadful efeGts of ab eNTHAS 
chrifta the nag ; rules with a del 

z 800n which he now rules 1 
potic cate the neceffin ne -cligion, is confrained to 
give it Gee es ie ° ; ciples of an enlightened 

jgion, Che yy. *- he prin ait 3 
pet feet S> Produce nae in focicties, and the 
ade child M Publi als. From their conte 
quence Childhog iste c mee the inftrugtions of 
parents, and Youths Ore doci * veto the authority of 
magiftrates,} More fubmi pa ir 1 

® GOVEINOY Str. 


Spe Fersier’s Sermon. 
see 2 flate pa A Beech, May 1803. 


. rench republic, 
fent by BONArany, ae “ A view of the pee ee ee RR cad 
gn the Centinel o¢ Mz © legiflative body on the 

~whatever Motives phy waraRTE tO pronounce this 
eulogy Malis Sn, it ied ave ganic i reftimony in its favor. Of 
Wiha dd es h this Wither te ag at on form his own opinion. If it 
lat : Rony of ae ates reds in either cafe it has weight. 
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Finally, confidering our honorable defcent, our dif 
tinguifhed privileges, our confequent high obligations, 
what we owe to our Gop, and to our country, to ourfelves 
and our pofterity ; let. us all, magiftrates and minifters, 
men of {cience and men of war, all of every occupation, 
and rank, and fex in the community, each in his lot, com- 
bine our efforts, to reform or exterminate eyery thing 
which marrs or endangers our general happinefs ; and to 
cherifh and invigorate all thofe 


things, which tend to pro- 
mote and fecure its continuance. : 


» inthe fight of thi 


land,. and leave j A 
heritance to your children after wo. Seer 3 foran.in: 


AMEN. 


Tf of an enemy, and he be fuppofed t 


it neceflary to fupport a military defpotifm, while he acknowledges f'n 
importance, and §rcat effet, he utterly miftakes itstrue defign ana tend, ol 
For “ an enlightened religion,” if we underftand by it true religion, ig rite 
to every Species of defpotifm, and friendly onlyto juft and equal in ike 
If of a friend, and he be fuppofed to {peak the language of convition and 
a ae his talents, fituation, render him a very competent 
3 ive weight with thofe infidel, Vifionary 


‘Piment of 2 government adminifered 


‘© advocate religion becaufe h 


difcernment and 
and his authority fhouig ha: 
theorifts, who with to fee tried the ex 
without the aid of any religion, 


* x Chron, 28, x 8, 


st 


4 AVING mentioned the « Platform of church difcipline,’ upon which the 
0D S* Zerriment of the 


4 Paince of 
- Hoazarp, the pious and learned Mr. “ 

Ree ee makes a8 following hie eaten which are faba eis fee 

Bo ft tion of the civil ¢ ngregational mini 

BSB atte of Newefiglang, fathers, and to the congreg: 


5 f the fenfe 
3 in matters ga? 20 Other than the declared judgment of th 
ibipP Ziprure a Matters of church order, difcipline and worthip ares a] 
SE for ¢ miniffers and others,# With abundant prayers and humble, ret ae 
an fgent go other peop conferences, almoft unanimoufly STN aa 
g14Z a5 2 ages have been favored wi ‘ 

Ope? ges 28 the founders ches, to fearch into dfeover and At 
Seer actin the Word of oxy Of church order, difcipline and bce th 
3 Fpe he thiddle w= entirely men of piety, 


3 * Vible 
Ze OF Tife, who had made the 
f them perfeas > Te «g. and all free 
ae £ of fuperi ing, and al 
Ios, any relinguiied alt aeons Nes Conftitutions in regis matters 
= Ww facred ferj. chemes of 
cf he Ipture = 
£: nk i 
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in ight happily fee what thele 
E Bhities, For ye@YS renounced all fpects of worldly 
Ftp cbzstety to find out gp? £F this ver. Prolpe ts 
Zoe ce Tabjedea <5 oe truth in thoke affine Bod ne 
oso : 
Sx t 


fully fearch the ¢ Judgment, but fincerely 
t “are abe ¢ feriptur We fhould alfo humbly, 
25a coer seats did ae ormable 2 Thott, thefe thin By hem, and fee 


y © thofe ‘or. 1 as the 
* Po 4 0 even ¢} acles of Gop or no, 
Foe ope cy nant na yc aun shy yo ee 
2 BF pds Tdi, 


Z Nar ~ 48 Inquiries, under fuch advantages, 
Bp ois pes us their dear poner yeneratio ie A 


CAY pnd can we do an ty. a from all impartial men, and efpec= 
2° p 5 eee, at 
BORE patient or eon Se bth ree sane of 

u) 


: dati © Quict of hurches, than to go on 
t 10ns ourc y +g? Not 
28 apace orp but to ae Sn gxcellent men have alresiafeads us, 
co ACe and a: On fur ight of fe 
BY oF ton to ass nd edificay her as the ligh 


ing of greater mo~ 
fe to met, On. AndI f nothing abl 
E 5t? .9d harmonious ;, Bods aboug calli, dTknow o fairer, more peaceable, 
ie i anni ing councils in a faitely! ; that fo 
6% 43 2 ed ordinane ery than «2% ty Table £05 
gh Pare e crafty Sr : We are now unhappy by the dark 
5 | iB +_..° fubject to be fru ding par- 
e336, vee great di > Nor anti., abject t conten i 
ne & ito 1-con, 5 ‘apport c 
Fre eettcelsmtance Sy OS ea a ae 
o how ha OF “f R 
A A PPY for Atred and divifions. hoth to this 
£ BEL Poste geNerationg, thefe churches pea ail this gouty Penne 
“ £%., and invitat; would oc? 0 at ;colns 
ce? d OR OF op ae Nd with fubmiffion hop q fynod in du 
ge ae pnvencd 5 Not to Make ot fathers, we might ae which is contra- 
Loe cour known Principles but aft injundtions ups ropote thofe methods 
poet only to advife an 
fe j ‘ sh vs, thatag churches tre 
th of mini re be srincipte wit? ls are proper tep. 
ees 0 et arches | 4 bi hres fu amental orn ccs ones, notonly mi). 
P50 aif0 others chop tet theressc™ and ecclefia in all Sach 2 Fe may not be inevely 
Brat 2 ‘ofen by Ore there thould fet ; tard 
“a3 Dots fynods of the clergy “he churches to reprefent then pe churches. And fuch have 
COSE-6 1 xh! our Newengland fyn by? but coctens s of 
Bo 55743 Olrs ve nods, 


Ay others, becante ; 


2 bie t0 that. famaus pree 
clefiaftical, or {72005 Gureeable t0 tat 
oP pee ® Councils fram the fis 8 
© # 
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3. any 

ich may conduce to the promoting piety, peace and good order in ou? 
eee hes 3 but left to every aan receive or not, fs Gray ated deft. 
‘Two fuch happy fynods we had in the. reign of king Char! sin ee ae 
more in the reign of king Charles Il. without offence ; invite bi BG il 
‘rulers who alfo fat among them as chofen réprefentatives of our churches, 
and as grave advifers with the reft, but all without the leaft coercive Bower 
Our Newengland fynods are not like thofe of other countries, who make a 
‘erees or canons, but for counfel only, for the peace and order of the churches 
who fend their paftors and other delegates to confult together and give ust 
free advices: and that as no authority is or ever was put. forth by our civil 
tulers by deriving any power to fuch a fynod, or in inviting the churches to 
them, the churches being always left at liberty whether to fend or no, to 
comply or no; there can be no invafion on any power in fuch a free invita- 


‘tion; it being impoflible as 1 humbly apprehended, there fhould be any 
power invaded, where there is none affumed.” . 
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ri eet allegiance. 8 after, feveral 

1s of tl after;) teveral 

pee ae ons “upon of esi pal- 
Tatlin: bg thelr 


us peeled Prin 
tinds, they cut off, fixed 
amp.” th thofe men ae 


him with many 


t lump 
law of ¢ 


é be obtained by expofing it t abl 
fale, than by private contrag, th Y Cxpoling it to a publi 
voice, proclaimed that the ‘Roman popes eanbareenant with a lou 
the Gade Bide Julianus 2 
each foldier 6250 drachms, ¢ tf - 
drachms, equal to about 7t0 al to about 
diately threw open the gates of the ca; 
ie cath pr aelaee to a Placed him in the centre of their ranks, fur- 
through the deferted teen F Rotltit thields, and proceeded with’ him 
but pretended great fatistadtion Sons to the Senate, who dared hot refift, 
him Emperor.” With this tL A#ey revolution, and acknowledged 


€ . 
would not have acted with xample 2 tore them, the fathers of Newengland 
of fo fatal a military defp 


om, had they laid the foundation 

The Templars were a ri S°vernment, ee 
ning of the rath century, inftituted at Jerufalem, in the begiti- 
teGtion of chriftian pilgrims, if nee of the holy fepulchre and the pro- 
called Majer of the Temple, or of od. nation they hada particular te 
ter had his refidence at Pari Lilitic of the Temples he grand maf- 
immenfe riches, and great rnilit he order flogesnen ae fome time, acquired 
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however, their vices multiplied, J,renown, As their profperity increafed, 
4 ofe at laft to fuch a monttrous ae gance, mae ‘ 
sand » with th, as fe 


‘© moft terribl 
* Gibbon ran, ee 
zi ectine and py, ig 

7 ‘MLO the Roman Rimfire eae ay ce 


